i8                London in My Time
marked than the differences between the London
of James II and the London of the Regency.
Certainly they are of wider variety and scope
than the memory of any Victorian centenarian
could embrace.
The processes by which these differences
have arrived have been so stealthy and so
minute that to the constant Londoner, like
myself, who has lived through them, they are
often untraceable. A few of the larger junctions
which register departure-points for change
stand out, and among these I would set:
The Underground Railway.
The electric tram and motor-bus.
The making of Aldwych and Kingsway.
The spread of service flats.
The coming of popular cafes and popular
hotels.
The opening of Selfridge's.
The new social amenities of streets and parks.
The use of tarmac and re-inforced concrete.
The brightening of Sunday.
^
But the sources pf the change in social behaviour
and outlook remain as obscure as the sources
of the seasonal change in women's dress. Mode
arrives among us, nobody knows whence. We
find ourselves doing the same things and saying
the same things, and no person or group of
persons is responsible for this. It is an immi-